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Everyone young and

old is encouraged to
help get the church
ready for Summer.
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Mother-Dduéhter
Banquet

Tuesday, May 27 at 6 pm

at Heisey’s Diner.
Come and sharein a

special evening with your
mother/daughter(s) and
church family.
Games and prizes.
$15 a person.
Tickets see Gloria Speck
or Judy Stickler.
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Rev. Jim Lucas,
guest leader

The GrapeVine ,
Newslgtter

To build a body of committed Christ-followers who demonstrate His love daily.

Dear Friends in Christ,

During the forty days after his
resurrection, Jesus would appear to his
disciples and teach them about God’s
kingdom (Acts 1:3), and then he was
taken up into heaven. Ten days later,
on the Jewish Feast of Pentecost, the
risen and ascended Jesus poured out the
Holy Spirit upon his followers (Acts
2:33). We celebrate this event on
Pentecost Sunday.

What does the coming of the
Holy Spirit mean? A whole lot; but the
most important, fundamental truth, is
this: God dwells in us, and is making us
into a suitable dwelling. God has always
wanted to live with human beings, but
since God is infinite goodness, our sin
and rebellion made it impossible for God
to stay among us. The pure, holy, good
God cannot help but consume what is
impure, unholy, evil (e.g., Exodus 33:3;
Hebrews 12:29). How could God ever
live with us? Since we couldn’t come to
God, and since God in God’s infinite
deity could not dwell with us, God
devised a plan:

First, God the Son took on our

flesh. Jesus, as fully God and fully
human, could be a go-between, an

ambassador, a mediator between God
and humanity.

Second, Jesus was entirely
obedient to God’s Law, fulfilling the
old covenant which Israel (and, earlier,
Adam and Eve) had broken.

Third, Jesus, though innocent,
took on the punishment and curses of the
old covenant by dying for our sins. The

. covenant between God and people had
i specific consequences laid out for those

who broke it. Jesus, as fully human,
represented the “covenant breakers”

I deserving death, and as fully God, repre-
I sented the injured party. The plaintiff

+ takes the sentence of the guilty defend-

- ant. This ends the case. The law is ful-

. filled. Now the guilty can be forgiven.

Fourth, Jesus was raised from
death and ascended to the right hand of
the Father. Jesus never got rid of his
body; now our humanity is taken into
God.

Fifth, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit
to dwell in his people. As the Son took
on our flesh, now our flesh takes in the
Spirit. God comes to dwell in us. God
makes us his home.

But if God has come to dwell in
us, are we making him at home? The
place a king dwells is a palace, even if
it’s a bit dingy. And we’re still dingy—
rather dilapidated, actually, fallen,
having been broken by sin and demol-
ished by the world. We might be a
palace, but we’re a fixer upper. God has
moved in, and won’t let us stay a seedy,
ramshackle rattrap. God has moved in,
and we’re under construction. The Holy
Spirit is making us holy.

There’s an old joke that’s proba-
bly inappropriate for the pastor to share:

Q: How do you make holy water?
A: Boil the hell out of it.

Jesus didn’t die to get you out of
hell; Jesus died to get the hell out of you.

That’s what the Holy Spirit is doing in
us—making us more like heaven than
hell.

Blessings,

Pastor Brian Rhea

In him you also
_ are bein built together \ A

EPHESIANS z:22, ESV
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True North VBS
Trusting Jesus in a Wild World

July 6 t0 10 6:30—8:30 pm
3 years old thru completed 9th grade

WITH YOU IN

YOU DO.

3 e At True North VBS, kids will hit the trail
and discover that they can trust Jesus in this Alaskan
o - adventure where northern lights glow over majestic
Church Directory mountains, racing rivers and glistening glaciers.
Updates: True North VBS is filled with awesome Bible
Please make the Adventures where kids will be pointed to Jesus,
Following updates in your a faithful friend we can trust. Our young hikers will
2025 church directory: create awesome crafts, enjoy glacier games
and eat some tundra snacks.
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* remove Jennie & Pam Boltz

* Revise address for John & Donna Worm
108 2nd Avenue Houston, MS 38851

Bring your friends and let’s hit the Traill
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: * remove Eleanor Weirich, deceased :
: :
; I | A registration form is posted at www.trinitylickdale.org,
! | A registration table will be in the lobby or

: : contact the church at 717-865-4361.
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