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1 If you have a prayer request i
; or praise that you would like !
' sentout by email to our |
| Prayer Warriors, contact the :
1 church office at 717-865- f
i 4361 or send an email to !
' trinitylickdale@gmail.com. |
' If you would like to join the E
| Prayer Warriors, contact the '
S church office or Pastor Brian. !

1

Greeters, Read
Scripture and
Jr. Church Teachers

The Church is looking for
. volunteers to help with
Jr. Church during the Worship
Service at 10 am. Activities
can be provided or there are
many resources on-line.

Also, we need greeters,
liturgists (read Scripture) and
individuals willing to give a
Children’s Message at the
Worship Service.
Sign-up sheets are on the table
in the lobby.
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~ January & February 2026 Edition

From Pastor Brian's Pen ~

Dear Friends in Christ,

As 2026 begins, do you see your new
calendar full of possibilities, or of
problems?

There was a time when [ was a genu-
ine optimist. 1 graduated college in the
year 2000, and maybe that beckoning of a
new millennium was part of it, but I can
recall a confident expectation that life
would be an unending progression of bet-
ter days to come. This wasn’t as foolish
as it might sound; it was grounded in the
hope of Christ’s resurrection and his
Lordship over all things. A guest preach-
er, a year or so before, had preached on
Habakkuk 2:14: “For the knowledge of
the glory of the LORD will cover the
earth as the waters cover the seas.” If
that’s the destiny of creation, then every
evil and sorrow we face in life will not
have the last word; death will be swal-
lowed up in victory (1 Corinthians
15:54)! My college years had included
rich friendships, deep healing from pains
of my past, and a profound experience of
God’s presence. I had every reason, it
seemed, for an optimistic confidence that,
ultimately, every day was a step toward
eternity.

Life comes at you fast, and I must
confess I’ve spent much of the past quar-
ter century as a pessimist. In 2001 I
moved to New Jersey to marry Jan,
which was wonderful, but I soon began to
experience what she had a year earlier: it
was hard to leave our friends behind.
Well, we were moving to Kentucky for
seminary; surely this would be similar to
our college years! But while it was good,
it wasn’t the same. The pressures of
adulthood increased—difficulties finding
work, difficulties enjoying that work, no
money, cars breaking down. In 2005 I
began serving as a pastor, and as a hospi-
tal chaplain, and absorbed the sorrows I

was seeing regularly. I officiated three
funerals during those first two years of
pastoral ministry—ten percent of my
small congregation. Further disappoint-
ments and pressures continued. I’ve been
serving full-time as a pastor since 2013,
and now I think I’ve officiated around a
hundred funerals. I've seen human de-
pravity more closely. I’ve seen our na-
tion’s culture change drastically, becom-
ing fundamentally polarized. It’s easy to
think life is more pain than pleasure,
more loss than joy. A new calendar
seems far less hopeful than it once did.

But is this the whole story? Not for a
true believer in Jesus Christ! My early
optimism had not fully reckoned with the
sorrows and sightings of this world.

Jesus himself was crucified, after all, and
invited us to follow him in the way of the
cross (Luke 9:23-25). “It is through
many tribulations that we must enter the
kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). Loss and
grief are real. But Jesus didn’t stay cruci-
fied! No, he rose from the dead! And his
empty tomb, and the life-transforming
power of his Holy Spirit, assure us that
yes, indeed, the knowledge of God’s
glory will cover the earth. The Spirit is
the deposit, the downpayment, assuring
us that God’s new creation will come in
fulness (cf. Ephesians 1:13-14). Every
day, then, is indeed a march into a future
God has secured. Whatever sorrows the
days on my 2026 calendar may hold, they
are one step closer to my standing before
the Lord and him wiping every tear from
my eyes; whatever joys the days may
hold, they are infused with the confident
hope that even greater joys are ahead.

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no
heart has conceived the good things God
has prepared for those who love him

(1 Corinthians 2:9)!

Blessings—Pastor Brian



January Birthdays 7 ~ The GrapeVing Newsletter ) Page 2

Bruce Boltz . . . e
Alyssa Cowles 2 Wedding Anniversaries | Prayer and Holy
}1)&;11% R%y;i?;;is 451 Lynn & Kitty Werner February2 | ~ Communion Service |
Grahgm Kreiser 6 Dan & Sheila Seaman February 14| = h Thursdays at 11 am in th |
r Dav : : am e |
Nicole Horne 7 eveid: Boolals Kol Felimary 28 1 Sanctuary. A simple service of Scripture, !
Dan Seaman 10 i sharing, extended time for prayer, and " !
Larry Kreiser, Jr. 2 | gathering at the Lord’s Table. ;
Mackenzie Miller 15 s e | i
David Kohr o | BibleStudyGroups : | . bbbt
Freyja Kreiser 20| MEN’S BIBLE STUDY E
I;ﬁlesyeger %i ; M?nhmeet thﬁ f1st an7d 3'd8M105ndays i Adult Sunday School Classes
udy Stickler i of the month from 7 to 8:15 pm. i
Brooke George 24 Men meet in r;cheg SS classroom next Starting January 2026
Deborah Stu 24 to the Sanctuary. i .
Kevin Dreibfﬁyis 24 Questions see Terry Binkley. : Adult Class (Fellowship Hall)
lise Rlomidlas 27 WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY | Stud jsd b hs%%wemser 5
’ i tudying The Chosen Season
Jedt Brosm -9 29 1 Women meet the 1% and 3¢ ! ving ¢
SEen,  TQY . Mondays of the month from 7t0 | Adult Class (next to the Sanctuary)
2 ’:\appg :  Fellowship Hall. Questions see  : led by Jeff Werner
‘pr‘ﬁ}das'g i Judy Warner or Deb Shuey. | Studying The Chosen
. Bring your Bible and come out for Have a question, contact
i i i ; s 2
Febfuarv Birthdays an 3‘{,%";?55;,2,fguGOgésfs"\R,’o%?yer . | Pastor Brian or Jeff or Sue Werner.
Dean Zimmerman D
Nancy Westhafer 11
Kim McFeaters 13
Owen McKnight 13 . PUZZLE PALOOZA PAtlsTY
\ Sunday, January 25
John Mengel 16 at 2 pm ;
Kevin Reichert 17 : o
Helady Newmsn 19 (multi. purpose room). fﬁ.{\, ff;‘«\
gg%&.h‘tley gé Puzzled how to spend the =
0 Ll ~ afternoon? Love working on The church will be printi
Ay Cnmmins jigsaw puzzles? Join us for a Sunday after- diractonice for Jao PIVEAS hew
Lintlsug MoFeaters 28 noon working on puzzles. There will be h A SR A
Russel Wagner Jr. 28 : ave any changes to your infor
g puzzle races, round robin puzzles, mystery mation in the directory (mailing
puzzles and puzzle themed snacks. address, phone number, family
. etc.) contact the church office
Puzzle Party is for all ages. with changes.
Questions see Brooke George.
2026 Committee Meetings Trinity Kidz Group & Trinity Youth Grotjp
(SPR, Trustee and Ad Council Meetings are at 7 pm.) Meet the 1st anézl t%rc;:%%ndrany{s of the month.
. Kindergarten through 12th Grades.
SPR Trustees Ad Council , _ ) ,
Jan_—uary 13 _January 27 ___February 10 Bring your friends and Join the Fun!
March 10 March 31 April 14
May 12 May 26 June 9
July 14 July 21 August 18 MEETING WITH JESUS BIBLE STUDY
September 8 September 29 October 13
November 10 November 17 December 8 Starté \';vr ea()i/r?g%igitu\?gnal; He%’,;eé‘xs? -
Charge Conference tba or Thursdag, January 89/ at 10 am.
Study will be led by Pastor Brian.

The chairperson of each committee needs to attend
Ad Council meetings and Charge Conference.
Other team members are welcome to attend Ad Council
meetings. Please share these dates with your
committee members.
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TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (tentative)
2026 LEADERSHIP AND COMMITTEES

Administrative Board

Chairperson Del Voight Lay Leader Sheila Seaman

Lay Member AC Gene Shaffer Missions & Faith Chair Brooke George

Trustees Chair/Rep <elected January> Kitchen/Nurture Chair Penny Keller/Judy Warner
Financial Chair/Rep <Matt Rinehart> Christian-Ed Chair Gay Kreiser

Treasurer Kevin Dreibelbis Pastor Brian Rhea

PPR Chair/Reps Gene Shaffer/Bernie Rollman

Young Adult Rep Kelly Housman Youth Rep Emeri Kreiser

UMW pres/rep: <Gloria Speck> UMM pres/rep: <Terry Binkley>
Recording Secretary Deb Shuey

Council Members at Large
Sue Werner

Alternate Lay Delegate: Jeff Werner

Pastor Parish Relations

2026 2027 2028
Gayeleen Eckert (2) Paul Kern (1) Gene Shaffer (1)
Scott McFeathers (1) Joanne Winters (1) Lori Voight (2)
Pat Mengel (2) Dan Seaman (1) Bernie Rollman (1)
Trustees
2026 2027 2028
Amy Miller Larry Kreiser Deb Binkley
Jeff Werner Jared Rhoad Tim Shuey
Kyle Kreiser
Counsel on Nominations and Leadership Development
2026 2027 2028
Kim McFeaters John Barna Kathy Cummins
Sandra Barnhart Lynn Werner Chic Dresch
Brooke George Terry Binkley

Missions & Faith
Brooke George, Sandra Barnhart, Sheila Seaman, Gail Barnart, Sue Werner, Kelly Housman, Amy Kreiser
Joanne Winters, Pat Mengel

Kitchen/Nurture
Penny Keller, Judy Warner, Jodi Kohr, Donna Kramer, Sherry Brown. ..

Finance
Chair: <Matt Rinehart> PPR: Pastor: Brian Rhea
FSec: Sandra Barnhart Trus: <selected by trustees>  Lay Rep: Gene Shaffer
Treas Kevin Dreibelbus Ad:  Del Voight Lay Leader:  Sheila Seaman
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Sunday Schedule
Sunday School (all ages) 9 am
Worship Service 10 am (Nursery and Jr. Church provided)
Handicap Accessible.

Bible Studies and Small Groups (see weekly church bulletin for a complete schedule or contact the church)
Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies meet 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month from 7 to 8:15 pm

United Women in Ministry (UMW) meet 4th Tuesday of the month at 2 pm

Trinity Kidz & Youth Group meet 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month from 6 to 7:30 pm

Trinité{ Church—Lickdale
Pastor Brian Rhea

98 Fisher Avenue

Jonestown, PA 17038

Church Office: (717) 865-4361

Email: trinitylickdale@gmail.com

Website: www.trinitylickdale.org

Ed Trinity United Methodist Church—Lickdale

Purpose Statement “To build a body of committed Christ-followers who demonstrate His love daily.”
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