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July 6 to 10
6:30 to 8:30 pm
3 years old through
9th Grade

Let’s get ready to make
a splash at Rainforest
Falls VBS! Kids will dis-
cover how God’s love
grows everywhere! Every-
day, we’ll go on an
exciting Bible adventure
through the rainforest and
learn more about God and
his Son, Jesus. Our young
adventurers will be
guided by our jungle
guides to create awesome
crafts, enjoy wild games
and eat some treetop
treats.

Bring your friends
and let’s hit the
traill

Registration paperwork
is online at the church
website and on the
table in the lobby.

%’ Prayer and Hol
i Communion Service

1 Thursdays at 11 am in the
| Sanctuary. A simple

| service of Scripture,

. sharing, extended time

+ for prayer, and gathering
I at the Lord’s Table.

L' All are welcome.

!
!
|
|
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To build a body of committed Christ-followers who demonstrate His love daily.

Dear Friends in Christ,

I’ve come to believe that a top
priority for any church should be reaching
children with the good news of Jesus Christ.
Perhaps it should be the top priority, aside
from conducting worship and the due
administration of the Word and Sacraments.

It’s not that God thinks kids are cuter than
old people, or loves them more. It’s not that
God isn’t interested in other outreaches or
church gatherings. And I know God wants
us to have prayer meetings and Bible stud-
ies, and to serve in God’s mission to the
world. It’s not even for practical reasons,
such as the fact that most Christians (63%)
came to faith between the ages of 4 and 14,
or because children are prerequisite for the
church continuing for future generations.

No, I think reaching children should be a
top priority because Jesus said as much.
Jesus—a single guy, who never married and
never had kids (despite the claims of silly
novels and occasional History Channel
specials)—Jesus said that the kingdom of
God belongs to children. The crowds were
bringing “even infants” to Jesus that he
might touch them (Luke 18:15). The disci-
ples got mad, and rebuked them. When Jesus
saw this, he got mad (indignant, vexed,
much displeased) and said to them, “Let the
little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for of these is the kingdom of God”
(Mark 10:14). If God’s kingdom belongs to
children, shouldn’t reaching them with the
gospel be our priority?

But Jesus has more to say on the matter.
In this story he goes on to warn, “Truly I say
to you, whoever does not receive the king-
dom of God as a child, will not enter
it” (Mark 10:15). Children are thus a model
for all of us who want to enter God’s king-

* dom. And elsewhere Jesus goes further:

When the disciples ask Jesus who’s greatest
in the kingdom, he puts a child in their
midst and says,

“Truly I say to you, unless you turn and
become like children, you will not enter
into the kingdom of heaven. Whoever
humbles himself as this child, he is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And
whoever receives one such child in my
name receives me” (Matthew 18:1-5).

Jesus says a transformation is neces-
sary—to “turn,” or “change,” and “become”
like children—and underscores what being
like children means: humility. Children had
no rights, privileges, entitlements, rank, or
status in Jesus’ world. Children were, and
are, completely dependent. We must recog-
nize our complete dependence on God. We
have no rights to God’s kingdom. We only
receive it as a gift, by God’s grace.

But why should I then claim that reaching
children should be a church’s top priority?
First, because they remind us what Christian
faith is all about—our utter need for God,
and the recognition that God’s kingdom is
for the needy. When our church life ceases
to be for and about children, we’ve lost an
essential element of the gospel. Second,
though, because Jesus doesn’t merely use
children as an example of our human need
for God’s grace; Jesus has actual real-life
children in mind, whom he welcomes and
blesses, and goes on to claim, “And whoever
receives one such child in my name receives
me.” Whoever welcomes children welcomes
Jesus. If that’s true, shouldn’t that be a prior-
ity for any church? Shouldn’t welcoming
children be a fundamental mission for all of
us claiming to be God’s people?

It’s Vacation Bible School time again.
How is God calling you to welcome children
this year? How is God calling you to pray
for children, to give, to serve? And how
might God be calling us as a church to more
fully prioritize reaching children with the
good news of Jesus Christ?

Blessings,

Pastor Brian Rhea
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July Birthdays
Emeri Kreiser 1 ;
Amy Miller 5 August Birthdays NL UMC FOOD DISTRIBUTION
; . aturday, July August 8
Bon.g’rﬁndi- J 1 shen Kreiser ! at 1 pm (while supplies last)
L%]Voighwt s 12 Amy Kreiser 2 in the parking lot
Freeman Miller IV~ 12 L : at Jonestown UMC.
Aaden Reynolds 15 Dylan Miller 7
Patrick Moriarty 16 Barb Zimmerman 11
Caris Rhea 21 Nicole Brown 12 :
§Rl,isan v{\//\mer %2 Calvin Miller 15 Looking to volunteer at the church—
Jéﬁg Ba(?;ger 23 Senie Light 22 How about signing up to read Scripture,
Noah Leidhecker 28 Tessa Gibson 25 lead in a Children’s message or
Elizabeth Voight 29 Cayson Gibson 27 ,  lead Jr. Church. Sign up sheets are on
Paul Kern 30 jO(thUg Slfl'ngkIS %; ~  the table. Questions see Deb Shuey.
ody Hawkins ' : 7
Larry Kreiser Sr. 30 Sign up for aweek or twol
§ . Adam Reynolds 31
July Anniversaries ,
Jake & Dani Newman 3
April & Freeman Miller 12 CHURCH
Paul & Lara Kern 17
Brian & Nicole Horne 31 PKN%C
August Anniversaries Yowre Invited to
Troy & Amy Miller 10 Outdoor Worship at 1
Calvin & Susan Miller 14 P Oam
Sunday, August 30
(No Sunday School Classes)
J it’s time to start _Brfng a lawn chair and Join Us!
: packing shoeboxes for Picnic will follow Worship Service.
{ e 8 ielcrja,t"s%%ggg‘;,‘fmas Please bring a side dish or dessert to share,
Samaritan’s Purse. Summer clothing, toys a sign up sheet will be on the table in the lobby.
g?g ;;:goggzt];g{]?theer; Sa(r)e; ?goze}lgagn(% ; ars Church will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, buns,
A displa’y table with labels and boxes will fixings for the dogs and hamburgers and
be availadblel next mgntg. Pumhr?s% extlra beverages. Followed by games for all ages!
items and place in the box at the dis ay
table. Monetary donations will be accpept-
ed and $10 for shipping charges. Questions
see a member of Mission & Faith.

Sponsor a Student in the NL School District ~ Back to School Project August 2026

We are looking for financial sponsors for 140 families identified by our school district as
needing clothing and school supply assistance. With your help, each of these students
. will receive new jeans, new sneakers, a new back-to-school outfit, new underwear and
socks, and a new backpack filled with necessary school supplies at a special Back to
School Event in Au%ust. By equipping students, physically, with what they need for the
ol " school year, we help empower them, mentally, to begin a new e/ear with confidence.
Any financial gifts of any amount are greatly appreciated. Should you have any
uestions, | can be reached at 717-304-8826 or adreiner74@gmail.com or contact Pastor

= - rian.
Scuoor pLessmves

Checks should be marked “Back to School” made payable to NL Ministerium and mailed
to PO Box 658, Jonestown PA 17038.
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